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The fiv battl'-thl;of this year's ship- P'**
eliding program, which are about to be' ^"Jrl

a:d down, will he a> suferior to the w't.i

J >readnought and her sisters as the The
. readnoueht was to the vessels which om!

I receded her. slxThefive new battleships-or, to be h.as
> rlctly accurate, four battleships and ! |nl*
one battle-cruiser.which aue now about J pro
t.. be begun will be the moat remarkable 1

:.i!»s yet conceived by the ita\al con-j
Jif'n

-»ructor. They will not be the largest j
armored ships in the world (though gun
.trgcr than any. hitherto added to the
!":itish fleet), but In offensive and de-! ,nul

. uslve power and speed.In fact, in the j t'
mbination of all the most valuable tie*
bluing <iuallties.-they will be without !l"'
uis. 'ali

It is rather more than a year aci> since J~r,.
was announced that ttie ships then fio]

likling would carry a new type of 13.5- Pr
»ch gun, throwing a 1.250-1 ound shell, chn
.-tesui of the twelve-inch gun hitherto in
untcd and discharging an N"io-pound ;ac:

s ell. There ai e under construction Si
.-ven ships with this very powerful In 1

> eapon and th» se vessels carry with to
r.ein an assurance of supremacy in age
rmored ships down to the spring of 1!>13. niii

that date the last of them will pass gre
to the British licet at a moment when loc;
no . v in the world will th re be a owl

with a heavier weapon than the Tno1

wfive-inch gun. ble
»! mti

Guns on the Centex Line. j wd
I'hese apita I ships <arv\ ail their'
ns oil ti e center line- that is. the whole

utile armament can he brought to bear I'roi
on either broadside at w ill. .Bight of these H
vegsel*.the Orion (just completing), the for
Thunderer, Conqueror and Monarch (to wh
he completed In the spring), the King Sui
«ieorge V, Centurion, Ajax and Auda- jie
i iou».each carry ten of these guns, and , ,

i he other three.the T.ion, Princess Royal ,!n'

and yi.ri Mary, which are battle-cruis- nia

rs hav< eight eacii. Consequently, early fidi
>a IPCS l>: itish fleet will he strength- be
eiu-d o; ltd ins of the l.'lii-irich type, to
and hi thai tune there wl'l he no ship
under any other flag can ins deadly at?
pieces of artillery.
These has be«a * further deeelpgeaeet the
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the past year in the King Oeorge V
ss. The 13.5-inch gun will he mountbutit will be of a more powerful
e than was originally anticipate!,
tend of throwing a 1,250-pound shell,
will use a 1,400-pound shell.an Instse of 150 pounds, which will he
nslated in action into destructive )
rer. Consequently, in the new bathipsof last year's program.the King
vrge V, Ajax, Centurion and Audats.thebroadside fire instead of being
12,i500 pounds will be of 14,000 pounds,
ain of 1,500 pounds in this one cjuarThebattl-cruiser Queen Mary will
ro eight guns of the new 13.5-inch
e. These five ships will ho completed
ly in 1014.

t

Anti-Torpedo Araiament.
1 the five ships of the present year's
gram, the keels of which are about ]

he nlaced In position, this new 13.5-
i gun will be mounted, and the antt-
pedo armament will be greatly
ngther.ed. The dreadnought carries
y twelve-pound guns for dealing with
teking torpedo craft. Subsequently this
*e was replaced by a new four-inch I
i, with twenty-five-pound projectiles, '

eh has hitherto been exclusively used. |
> ordnance department has now reonendedthat in the new battleships a

Inch gun shall bo mounted- This action
been taken owing to the Increase In
size arid speed of destroj ers, which

<t be hit end-on when they are apaclilnga battleship, and then present
small a target that it is felt to be estialthat every bit shall not merely
ible ti»e boat, but wreck her. This
ct the 10«>-pound shell of the six-incn

is calculated to produce. These
is will be carried in armored ca sates,thus offering to the crews a conTablemeasure of protection,
is believed that each of the new bathil«will carry sixteen of these sixiguns, which will be of forty-five
hers Instead of fifty calibers, thus
ing to the navy a thoroughly servibieweapon, which will not suffer
n corrosion so seriously as the longweaponwith a heavier powder
rge. These guns will not be for use
battle, but purely for resisting atksby torpedo boat destroyers,
multaneously with this development
lighting power! steps have been taJten
give the new vessels better protection
imsi me expiwmn ui u iuiijoiu
le. This end has been attained by a far
ater subdivision of the hull, so as 10
iilize the effect. It la believed that,
ing to thl*; increased precaution, these
rt-of-war will he practically unsinkaIfhit by a torpedo the damage
-1 necessarily be considerable, but it
1 not seal the fate of the ship.

Happened in Boston.
a tut; Cosmopolitan Magazine.
.alibi AVlse, when he visited Ko.ston
the ilrst tltne, was undecided at

at hotel to stops As he wandered up
nmer street from the South, station
determined to inquire for a good

el. So he accepted a fine-appearing
n who was coming toward him, con

ntthat from such a citizen he would
sure to set the very best advice as
his o.ioice of a stopping place.What would be a good placo to stoplie inquired of the stranger.Ju&t before you reach the at." m»
' 4i*aeocerttns pTn'M
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crowdTo universities
TO ESCAPE THE ARMY

Russia Proposes to Do Away
With Unprofitable StateAidedLearning.

foreign Correspondence of The Star.
ST. PETERSBURG,
December 13, 1911.

The recruiting system of the Russianarmy is undergoing revision in
view, chiefly, of the fact that the
existing system dates from the long
service days, and Is unsatisfactory
no w that service has been shortened to
three years. As compared with other
continental armies, the Russian army.
even under existing conditions, Is remarkablywell placed as regards recruiting.About a million youths every
year attain the service age, and Russiatakes into the ranks less than
half the available numbers. Among
the special reforms aimed at Is the
abolishing in part of tho "one-year
volunteer" system. Hitherto all youths
liable to serve have been granted wide
privileges, dependent upon the grade
of education received, even a common
school education bringing some ameliorations,while university education
practically reduced military service to
a mere form.

It is proposed to do away entirely
with the second grade "volunteer" and
considerably extend and improve the
service required from the first grade
(higher school education) "volunteer."
At present a university student on
reaching service age can put off his
service from time to time by continuinghis studies through various faculties,and when finally called to the
ranks he is not looked upon by the
military authorities as promising materialand is allowed, as a general
i un'i iu jny iiiKiuKii me nominal year
which In reality works out at about
eight months, as easily as possible.
Such "one-year volunteers" who abstainfrom the common falling of the
university student in the ranks to introducesubversive doctrines into the
heads of the muzhik recruits have a
pretty easy time of it, and at the end
of their term pass a simple examinationand become "reserve lieutenants."
These men are absolutely unproductiveto the army, and when not actuallya burden, in peace time and In
war. It Is alleged, are a very great
danger.
The returns show that not one studentper thousand takes a learning degree.and barely 10 pe.r cent ever "finishthe university." It has long been

obvious that itussian universities are
tilled not by the attraction of learning
but by the repulsion of military service.The new recruiting regulations
propose to do away with this unprofitableform of state-aided "learnloft."

jMIONOR
the BIG SN<
©KcJames OliverC
Author of TOE QANGEftTR

CHAPTER XXVn..Continued.
Jan stopped, his nails digging deeper,

his breath escaping from him as though
h© had been running.
"Down in your world h© would, have

grown up a man," he continued, speaking
more calmly. "I have heard that.since.
It is common down there to be a twoleggedcarrion.a man or a woman born
out of wedlock. I have been told so, and
that It is a curse not without hope. But
here it is different. The curse never dies.
It follows, day after day, year after year.
And. this child.more unfortunate than the
wild things, was born one of them. Do
you understand^ m'sieur? If the winds
had whispered the secret nothing would
have come near him.the Indian women
would sooner have touched the plague
he would have been aui outcast, despised
as lie grew older, pointed at and tauntol,
« ailed names which are worse than those
called to the lowest and meanest dogs.
That is what it means to be horn under
that, curse -up here."
lie waited for Thornton to speak, but

flits other sat silent and moveless across
the table.
"The curse worked swiftly, m'sieur. It

came first.in remorse-to the man. Tt
gnawed at his soul, a.te. him alive, and
drove hiiri from place to place- with tlio
woman and the child The purity and
love of the woman added to his suffering,
and at last he came to know that the
hand of God had fallen upon his head.
The woman saw his grief, but did not
know the reason for it. And so the eursr

first came to her. They went north.far
north, above the barren lands, and the
urso followed there. It gnawed at his

life until.he died. That was seven years
after the child was horn."
The oil lamp sputtered and began to

! smoke, and with a quirk movement Jan

j tin ned the wiek down until they were left
in da rkness.

j "M'sieur, it. was then that the curse beigau to fall upon the woman and the
child. Do you not believe that about the

j sins of the fathers falling upon others?
'.Ion Then, it is so.it is so. It came in many
small ways and thf*n.the curse.it came

| suddenly.like this." Jan's voice came in
a hissing whisper now. Thornton could
feel his hot breath as he leaned over the
table, and in the darkness Jan's eyes
shone like two coals of fire. "It came
like this!" panted Jan. "There was a new
missioner at the post.a.a Christian from
the south, and he was a great friend to
the woman, and preached God and she
believed him. The hoy was very young
and saw things, but did not understand
at first. Tie knew, afterward, that the
missioner loved ins mother's beauty, and
that he tried hard to win it.and failed,
for the woman, until death, would love
only the one to whom she had given herselffirst. Great God, it happened thenonenight when every soul was about the
big tires at the caribou roast, and there
was no one near the lonely little cabin
where the boy and his mother lived. The
boy was at the feast, but he ran home.
with a hit of dripping meat as a gift for
his mother.and he heard her cries and
ran in to he struck down by the misisioner. It happened then, and even the
boy knew, and followed the man. shriekingthat he had killed his mother." There
was "a terrible calmness now in Jan's
voice. "M'sieur, it was true. She wasted
away like a (lower af<Qr that night. She
died and left the boy alonp with tiie curse.
And that boy, m'sieur, was Jan Thoreau.
The woman was his mother."
There was silence now, a oean. puiseiess

<iuiet, broken after a moment by a move,
mem. It was Thornton, groping across
tlie table. Jan felt his bands touch his
arm. They groped farther in the darkness.until .Tan Thoreau's hands were

clasped tightlv in Thornton's.
"And that.is all?" he questioned,

hoarsely.
'i.Vo, it is but the beginning." said Jan,

softly. "The curse has followed me.
m'sieur. until I am the unhapplest man in
the world. Today T have done all that is
to lie done. When my father died he left
papers which my mother was to give to
mo wiien I had attained manhood. When
she died they came to me. She knew
nothing of that which was in them and
1 am glad, l-'or they told the story that
T have told to you, m'sieur, and from his
grave my father prayed to me to make
wiiat restitution I could. "When lie came
Into the north for good he brought with
him most of his fortune.which was large,
m'sieur and placed it where no one would
ever find It.in the stock of the great j
company. A half of it. he said, should
be mine. The other half ho asked me to

return to bis children and to bis real wife, j
If she were jiving. T have done more
than that, m'sieur. I have given up all
for none of It. Is mine. A half will go to
the two children whom he deserted. The
other half will go to the child that was
unborn. The mother.Is.dead."
After a time Thornton said:
"There is more, Jan."
"Yes, there is more, m'sieur," said Jan. J"So much more that 1f I were to tell it

to you it. would not he hard for you to
understand why Jan Thoreau Is the tin- |
happiest man In the world, r have told
you that this la but the beginning. I
have not told you of bow the curse has
followed me and robbed me of all that is I
greatest in life.bow It has haunted me
day and night, m'sieur, like a black spirit,
destroying my hopes, turning me at last
Into an outcast, without people, without
friends, without.that.which you, too,
will give up In this girl at Oxford House.
M'sieur, am I right? You will not go
back to her. You will go south, and some
day the Great God will reward you."
He heard Thornton rising In the dark.
"Shall I strike a light, in'sieur?"
"No." said Thornton, close to him. In

the gloom their hands met. There was a
rhfliiFP In tlift ntliAr'K vnlna tiaw come

H'- w> . » '-'JV.V IIV n I DWlllt

thing of pride, of triumph, of a glory ,1ust
achieved. "Jan." he said, softly, "I
thank you for bringing me face to face
with a Ood like yours. I have never met
TTlm before. We send missionaries up to
save you, we look upon you as wild and
savage and with only half a soul.and we
are blind. You have taught me more than
has ever been preached into me. and this
great, glorious world of yours is sending
me back a better man for having come
Into It T am going.south. Some day I
will return, and I will he one of this
world and one of your people. I will
come and I will bring no curse. If I could
send this word to her, ask her forgiveness,tell her what I have almost been,
and that I still have hope.faith.I could
go easier down Into that other world."
'You can," Paid Jan. "I will take this

word for you, m'sleur, and I -will take
more, for I will tell her what It has been
the kind fate for Jan Thoreau to find in
the heart of M'sleur Thornton. She Is
one of my people, and she will forgive
and love you more for whq,t you have
done. For this, m'sleur, is what the Cree
god has given to his people as the honor
of the great snows. She will stifl love
you. and if there is to he hope it will
burn in her breast, too. M'sleur "

Something like a sob broke through
Thornton's Hps as he moved back through
the darkness.

' And you.1 win find you again?"
"They will know where T go from OxfordHouse. I will leave word.with her,"

said Jan.
"Orood-foye," said Thornton, huskily.
Jan listened until his footsteps had died

away, and for a long time after that he
eat with his head buried in his arms upon
the little table. And Kazan, whining
softly, seemed to know that in the darkenedroom hail come to pass the thingwhich broke at last his master's overburdenedheart.

CHAPTER XXVIIL
The Music Again.

That night Jan Thoreau passed for the
last time hack jnto the shelter of his
forests; and all that night he traveled,
and with each mile that he left behind
him something larger and bolder grew
in his breast until he cracked hi* whipin the old way. and shouted to the dogsla th*eUL wajfc and. theWoodJn him sang

hs £$Hj.
(tot. ifii, The B*H»-Mem« Cttspit;

to the wild spirit of the wilderness. One
more he was home. To him the fores
had always been home, tilled with th
low voire of whispering winds and trees
and tonight it was more his home tha
ever. I/onely and sick at heart, with n
other desire than to bury himself deep*
and deeper Into it, he felt the life an
sympathy and love of It creeping Into hi
heart, grieving with him in hie grle;
warming him with its hope, pledging hii
again the eternal friendship of It® trees
its mountains and all of the wild that I
held therein.
And from above him the stare looke

down like a billion tiny flres kindled b
loving hands to Hglit his way.the star
that had given him music, peare, sine
lie could remember, and that had taugfc
him more of the silent power of God tba
the lips of man could ever tell. Fror
this time forth Jan Thoreau knew tha
these things would be his life, hia got
A thousand times in fanrlful play he ha
KivtMi iii«* iiiin n»riii in i u« si<ir*»iitiuuw
about liirn, to the shadows of the ta
spruce, the twisted, shrub, the rocks an
even the mountains. Anrl now It was 11
longer play. "With each hour that pass©
his night, anil with each day and nigh
that followed, they became more real t
hint, and his fires in the black gloot
painted him pictures an they had neve
painted them before, and the trees an
the rocks and the twisted shrub com
forted him more and more In his loneli
ness. and gave to htm the presence of lif
in their movement, in the coming an>
going of their shadow forms. Rvery
whnre they were the same old friepdi
unvarying and changeless. The spruce
shadow of tonight, nodding to him in it
silent way, was the same that had nod
'led to him last night.a hundred night
ago; the stars were the same, the wind
whispering to him in the tree tops wer
the same, everything was as it was yes
terdav.years ago.unchanged, never leav
ing him, never growing cold in their de
votlon. lie had loved the forest.now h
worshiped it. In its vast silence be stil
1 (Ossesscd Melisse. It whispered to hir
still of her old love, of their days an<
years of happiness, and with his forest h
lived these days over and over again, am
when he slept with his forest he dreatnei
of them.
Nearly a month passed before li

reached Oxford House and found th
sweet-faced girl whom Thornton loved
He did as Thornton had asked, and wen
011.into the north and east. He had m
mission now, except to roam In his for
ests. He went down the Hayes, gettlni
his few supplies at Indian camps, am
stopped at last, with the beginning o

spring, far up on the Cutawray. Here hi
built himself a camp and lived for s

lime, setting dead-falls for bear. Thet
he struck north again and still eastkeepingalways away from I,ac Bain
When the first chill winds of the ba:
brought warning of wfnter down to hln
he was filled for a time with a longini
to strike north.and west, to go once mon
hack to his barren lands. But, instead
he went south, and so it came to pas:
that a year after he had left I-ac Bait
he built himsMf a cabin deep In the for
est of God's river, fifty miles from Ox
ford House, and trapped once more foi
the company. He had not forgotten hi:
protnise to Thornton, and at Oxfori
I louse left word where he could he fount
if the man from civilization should return

In late midwinter Jan returned to Ox
ford House with his furs. It was on tin
night of the day that he came into th<
post that he heard a Frenchman who ha<
come down from the north speak of Lai
Bain. None noticed the change in Jan':
face as he hung hack 1n the shadows o
the company's store. A little later In
followed the Frenchman outside and stop
ped him where there were no others nea
to overhear.
"M'sieur, you spoke of I.ac Bain," hi

said, in French. "You have been there?'
"Yes." replied the other, "I was then

for a week waiting for the first sledg<
snow."
"It Is my old home," said Jan, tryini

to keep his voice natural. "I have won
dered.if there are changes. You sawCummins.thefactor?"
"Yes, he was there."
"And.and Jean do Gravois. the chie

man?"
"lie was away. Mon Dieu. listen ti

that! The dogs are fighting out there!"
"A moment, m'simir." begged Jan. a

the Frenchman made a movement as i
to run in the direction of the tumult
"The factor had a daughter.Melisse '

(To be concluded tomorrow.)

STOLEN SHOES WERE ALL
FOR THE LEfT FOOl

So Berlin Thief Sent Then
Back With Courteous

Note to Owner.

Forpijm Corrpepondpnee of The Star.
BERLIN, December ]"». lyil.

A certain, boot and shoe manufacture
in Berlin is accustomed to display in hi
shop windows boots and shoes for the lef
foot only, keeping the corresponding righ
boot of each pair in ills stockrooms be
hind the shop. Arriving at his premise:
the other morning, he was disgusted t<
llnd that ills windows had been broke!
and over a hundred boots and shoes car
rled off. Police efforts to trace th<
thieves proved fruitless and for severs

days the shoemaker ruefully contemplatec
his stock of odd right boots and shoes
for which the left foot fellows wen
missing. Finally, however, he receiver
through the post a communication, writ
ten in typical Berfln slang, of which thi
following is a translation:
"Dear Mr. Shoemaker:
"You will probably have noticed al

ready that we allowed ourselves th<
pleasure of a visit to your shop windows
But the boots were all for the left foot
We were not aware that the people ii
your district were alL left-footed; pre
sumably, in the neighboring locality thaj
are right-footed. It muet be dellghtfu
to see them dancing together. My tw<
companions who made up our party dh
not wish to send your boots back to you
but I am a decent sort of chap, and ]
said: 'The man shall have his boot!
again.' Mr. Shoemaker, I am quite f

respectable fellow, but I was short oi
smald change and that brought me upot
the idea of paying you a visit. But now
Mr. Shoemaker, just you go up to th<
railway station and get your boots bad
from the luggage office. I am sending
you the ticket along with this. You neet
not be afraid any longer; we've movet
into quite another quarter of the town
Perhaps I will come and visit you som<
time later on. With best wishes for i

good Christmas business and kind regards."U."
On presenting the ticket at the railwa>

station the shoemaker really did get his
shoes back.

Sells Pelt of Wolf He Conquered.
MERRILL. Wis., December 25..Roj

Edwards, a resident of this city, was se<
upon by a pack of timber wolves.he sayj
four or five; there might have been more

The combat is reported to have lastec
about four hours and Edwards finally escaped.after he had choked one of tlu
wolves to death. His clothes were badl]
torn. Edwards collected the bounty e<
the beast ha choked tm death.
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i STRUGGLE ON FOOTBOARD
j OF FAST-MOVING TRAIN
U

f French Gendarme Killed in
p «

i Desperate Effort to Det;
tain Prisoner.

i i
,

S Foreign Correspondence of The Star,
sPAJUS. December 15, H»ll.

1 One of the most thrilling adventuresin the annals of police strugrpies with prisoners has ended in the
s death of a gendarme and his pris1oner after an exciting scene in a fast
* express. A gendarme from Paris named
1 Ijalouche had been ordered to escort
e a prisoner named Lalanne to Bordeaux.

^ The gendarme had a colleague of his
c got into the Bordeaux express with their
s prisoner at 7:50 in the mornirg. At
' about 4:50 in the afternoon, after passing

the Station of St. Loubes, the prisoner
r asked leave to go to the toilet room.
The gendarme Lalouche , accompanied

e him and nut hts foot to the (inn" «n n« I

to prevent it from closing entirely; but j
? as the train tvas going at the rate of |
some fifty-flve miles an hour, the car- j

t riage shook violently, and the gendarme's j
i
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slipped. The prisoner at once
pushed t lie door shut completely, and
holted it on the Inside. He then
smashed the window of the ear and
started to climb out, hut the gendarme,
at the risk of his life, rushed out hv
the door at the end. and. getting on the
footboard, caught hold of his prisoner
just as he got of the window.
The. two men had a fierce struggle on

the footboard, while the express was
still flying along at fudd speed, and duallythe prisoner threw himself off the
train, dragging the gendarme after him
The gendarme was instantly killed, and
the prisoner was severely injured, but
he managed to get up and tried to inakci
his escape. The alarm had meanwhile
been rung, and the train came to a stop
The line was searched, and the hady <»i
the gendarme was found 011 the permanentway. The prisoner was also seen
as he was trying to move across the
field with his clothes in tags and his
hands and face stained with blood. lb
was easily captured, as he was injured
too severely to stand well on his le^s
He was taken under guard to an ani iulancestation, and thence to the hospt-al.
where he died during the night

IN DEADLOCK OVER DRINK.

Australian House of Parliament Re-
fuses to Abolish Liquor.

Foreign Correspondence of Tiio st ar.

MELBOURNE. November."'.' I'.il 1
A curio; s position lias arisen in the

federal parliament in consequence of 'lie'
two houses arriving at different decisions
with respect to the abolition of intoxi-
eating liquors from the bar of the par-
liamentar.v refreshment rooms.
After one speech of two hours' length
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ted prices. |
from Mi I'mlavMMi. M. I', the house of
representatives I- ]>« 1 a motion favoringtli** banishment of a 1*-"hollo liquor b>
the small tuajorit> of thre*. Some weeks
previously a similar resolution whs rejectedby tli«* senate Uv all overwhelming
m a jo rj i \

What i> t<> happen? As l*oth houses
r«tnti-«*l the refreshment room, the teetotalerstind thai they are robbed of th*
fruits of their success in the house of
representatives.

CRIME STIRS IRELAND.

| Woman Receives Contents of Gun
Full in the Face.

Vor i^i i «*rr«»siMi»iiJetiee i.f 1 11** Star.

IM'lU.l.s, lieeemher I.V 11)11.
News of a terrible crime in founty

«'la: e has reached iHibliu. tlie victim he1ing Mrs. O Mara. wife of a farmer re1siding ill th.e «lisiri<-f between Hrnadfoidlaml Ofallaghan's Mills, ami near Bodykc.
! wiiere evictions on a large scale too*
place main years ago. The woman's
husband has recently been under police

; protection in connection with th* taking
of some land.
The crime anneals to have been *-on

mitted in tin* most daring manner. Mi
VMara and her nieee wyn> sitting in flu
kitchen in the evening u-lieii a kno« k
was heard at the door. Mrs. O'Mara pi"
wiii'd in open tlii' ili»or. ami uii doing sm

she reeoi\ d the contents of a kuii fired
point hlatik. and as the result of another
shot the niece was seriously injured
The police have so fat been unable to

trace the criminal.

Too many "eye-openers" will close a

man's eyes. -< 'liieago New s

By Gus Maqer
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